281   LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

Kartik Vad 3 [November 14,

BHAISHRI KAKA2,

After writing an article3 for the Kelavani issue I have
started thinking more about children's education. Can't we try
it on the Ashram children? That is, if the ideas stated there
appeal to you. A child calls a pot a pot, but he does not draw
a picture of it. Similarly he may read the alphabet but may not
draw pictures of the letters. A child hears a new word before
he reads it and he pronounces it or rather repeats it as he
hears it. Why shouldn't we stop Lakshmi, Rasik and the other
children from writing and teach them first to draw? Could we
not give them a good many things orally? Just now they should
use the hand for drawing only. For this the teacher should know
the rudiments of drawing, I am now going deeper into the subject
and hence stop here. For the present just think over it. More
when We meet.

Blessings from

BAPU

[From Gujarati]

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

282.   LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI
November 14J15, 1924
MY DEAR RAJAGOPALAGHARI,
Swami wires he is sending me your scathing indictment of the
agreement. Let this be as balm to your lacerated heart. I must
convert or be converted or retire. Bardoli was the boldest experi-
ment in non-violence in one direction. The agreement is the bold-
est experiment in non-violence in another direction. I do not
regret Bardoli because I had the courage to retrace my steps, I
hope I shall have less reason to regret this step. Perhaps my
1 As given in the source
*Dattatreya Balakrishna Kalelkar (b, 1885); educationist, writer and con-
structive worker; a close associate of Tagore and Gandhiji; Padma Vibhuahan
3 Firf^'AWay", 20-10-1924.